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CONFERENCE ON THE 1951 SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PIAN
OF RSFSR HYGIENE INSTITUTES

7. G. Vol'fson

The conference on the 1951 scientiflc regearch plan of RSFSR hygiene in-
stitutes was held at the Central Scientific Research Sanitation Institute
imeni Erisman from 27 to 29 November 1950, It was attended by directors of
RSFSR sanitation-hygiene institutes and institutes. of labor hygiene and occupa-
tional diseases. It wes held jointly with the Hygiene Commission, Scientific
Medical Council, Ministry of Public Health RSFSR, and participated in by rep-
resentatives of hyglene institutes of the Academy of Medical Scilences USSR«

The scientific work plens of institutes were compiled with due considera-
tion being given to the declsions of the Pavlov Session of the Academy of
Sciences USSR and Academy of Medical Sciences USSR held in June and July 1950.
In the scientific thematics of hygiene institutes, provisions were made for
a more extensive-use of physiologicel, pathomorphological, snd toxicological
methods of research, and for a comprehensive development of scilentific problems
of hyglene jointly with clinics and corresponding cheirs of medical institutes.

The guiding principle of scientific research work in 1951 is the gtudy of
environmental factors from the standpoint of their effect on the orgenism of
man and on individual groups of people. '

The 1951 themetics of scientific works of hyglene institutes is being
planned in accordance with public health tasks arising from the intensive
growih of industry and agriculture. A significant position is given to prob-
lems concerned with the execution of tie great Stalin construction projects.
Problems arising in connection with this will be worked out by the Sanitation
Institute imeni Erisman and the Saratov Sanitation-Hyglene Institute. This
work also wi“l be participated ir by many chalrs of hygiene of medical insti-
tutes and oblast sanitation-epidemiological stations.
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Tre thematics of the Sanitation Instltute imeni Erisman and the lenin-
grad Sanitation Institute also include such problenms as the physiological.
and hygienic evaeluation of luminescent lighting and its effect on the cen-
+yal nervous system, as well as the hygienic charac .eristics and effect of
radiation heating on man.

Problems of nutrition are jncluded in the plans of the Moscow Oblast
Sanpitation-Hygiene Institute, Sanitation Institute imeni Erisman, and the
Leningrad sanitation-Hygiene Institute.

Problems dealing with child and adolescent hygiene are strongly rep-
resented -0 the plan of scientific—research works .

¥uch attention was glven in the 1951 thematics to problems on labor
hygiene and occupational diseases, sanitary working conditions, and living
conditions of workers in leading branches of industry. The Sverdlovsk In-
stitute of Labor Hygiene and Occupational Diseases will conduct research on
such subjects as "Effectiveness of Hyglenic Measures at Copper-Smelting
Plants," "Condition of the Nervous System in Persons Exposed to the Chronic
Action of Fluorine Compounds ," and woyinical Treatment of Aluminosis in .
Workers Producing Aluminum Powders."

In the Leningrad Institute of labor Hygiene and Occupational Diseases
studies will be made of the comparative effectiveness of using wet drilling,
with and without the use of surface-active agents, and of sanitary working
conditions in the shipbuilding industry. The Gor'kiy Institute of Labor
Hygiene and Occupational Diseases will work together with clinical workers
on many hygiene problems of the chemical industry. Ir 1951, development
of the problem of silicosis, silicotuberculosis, and aluminosis will be
continued jointly with corresponding clinics. The Sanitation Institute
imeni Erisman will continue work on problems of labor hygiene in the coal-
mining industry, taking into consideration the use of new mechanisms in
mines. The Saratov Sanitation-Hygiene Tnstitute is studying the sanitary
conditions of farm labor.

Insufficient emphasis in the 1951 plans has been given to problems on
the hygiene of apartment and public buildings, and also to problems on
regional studies.

Mention should be made of the fact that the outstanding feature of the
1951 scientific work plau of hygiene institutes is the trend toward the study
of the effect of environmental factors on the entire organism and under natural
working conditions, and study of the living conditions of groups of people.
This trend in the scientific activity of hygiene institutes is indicative of
the fact that scientific workers of institutes have come a long way in the
reorgenizaetion of their scientific work on the basis of I. P. Pavlov's teach-
ings.
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